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Howard 

The  world  ha*  caught  only  fleutfcbf 
glimpses  of  Howard  Hir^uw  aim**  he 
disappeared  into  his  penthouse  sonic 
18  years  ago.  How  government  agent* 
luive  Joined  in  the  guessing  garao.  Was 
this  the  real  Howard  Hughes  or  an  im- 
porter who  showed  himself  briefly  to 
outsider*?  Is  the  world’s  richest  re- 
cluse dead  or  alive?  * . 4 ' 

The  mystery  mogul,  a master  of  the 
dark  arts  of  making  money,  become 
fich.  beyond  comprehension  In  his 
early  life.  He  also  won.  fame  as  a test 
pilot  and  a movie  producer,  lie  was 
tall,  lean,  dark  and  heavy  lidded  in 
those  days,  widely  suspected  of  intima- 
cies with  women  of  raro  beauty  and 
loose  reputation. 

But  he  was  always  a bit  quirky  and 
reclusive,  with  an  aura  of  personal 
mystery  and  privuey.  I got  to  know 
Vhixn  in  the  late  1940s.  Of  all  the  promi- 
nent figures  I have  known,  only  John 
F-  Kennedy  equalled  Hugh**  in  his 
fjudek  and  liurtgiv*  nut  Hughes 

was  a distracting  person,  alternately 
brooding  and  fidgeting.  He  had  dark 
r yes,  I remember,  sharp  but  cold  eyes 
h*  seemed  to  lack  the  faintest  spar- 
kle of  frivolity. 

Aitor  he  shut  the  door  behind  him,  I 
received  two  or  three  messages  from 
him  through  third  parties.  Then  si- 
lence. Hi#  dramatic  departure  from 
Lm  Vega*  In  late  1970  again  aroused 
my  interest.  I made  a few  inquiries 
and  reported  on  Dec.  9,  1970: 

"Ona  member  of  hit  inner  circle, 
who  cl. lima  to  have  seen  Hughes 
within  the  past  two  months,  described 
w an  emaciated  invalid  with  white 
r ^o‘ln  *55  hl/a  shoulders,  shaggy  cya- 
>*  * TXJy  beard,  and  gro- 
. - :‘»"ge  -i*'"  ?,i>4  lacrfiiv* 


vegas.  Although  they  never  saw 
Hughes,  they  spoke  to  his  associate 
and  ‘left  satisfied  there  was  nothing 
to  the  charges." 

Hughes  departed  the  Bahamas  in  the 
early  morning  of  Feb.  17,  1972,  in  an 
83-foot,  converted  Coast  Guard  cutter. 
The  skipper,  Bob  Rehak,  said  the  re- 
cluse was  brought  to  the  boat  on  a 
stretcher-like  wheelchair.  According  to 
Rehak,  Hughes  had  hair  down  to  his 
shoulders,  a stringy  beard  and  yel- 
lowed, curling  * toenails  about  two 
inches  long. 

Not  until  March,  1972,  did  anyone 
outside  hie  tight  personal  circle  meet 
with  him  face  to  face.  He  had  stayed  In 
the  pyramid-like  Intercontinental  Ho- 
tel in  Managua  where  he  demanded 
h's  own  auxiliary  generator  and  a pri- 
vate communications  hook-up.  The  lat- 
ter afoce  cost  Hughes  $10,200  a month. 

Before  Hughes  flew  off  to  Vancou- 
ver, he  Invited  President  Anaatasio  So- 
moju,  and  U.S.  Ambassador  Turner 
Jke&on  to  meet  him  aboard  his  Gulf- 
executive  jet  parked  on  a run- 
at  Managua's  airport  Both  men 
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In  a sartor  ofc 

«.U,  Managua,  Vancou r*r,  London  and 
n.?w  Acapulco,  From  behind  guarded 
doors,  he  supposedly  has  bean  guiding 
his  vast,  $2  billion  empire  which 
ranges  from  gambling  palaces  to  secret 
spy  shJpa. 

Hughes'  arrival  in  Nassau  lias  been 
described  by  Lou  Crosson,  who  was 
then  the  U.S.  consul  "When  the  time 
came  for  Hughes  to  leave  the  aircraft," 
states  a confidential  memo  giving 
• Cros3on’s  recollections,  "(everyone) 
had  to  walk  about  50  feet  away  and 
turn  their  backs  before  be  would  come 
out  Crosson  said  he  heard  the  rumble 
of  the  wheelchair  being  trundled 
aboard  the  van.  Then  the  von  left  ami 
everyone  else  departed." 
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taflaiiw 

zuk  i hay#  chut  a gar* 

ertmuKi#  decant  wllh  BfreTton's  it- 

-ilnghm  WttiLrd  t*  \hn  w 

pisjsa^ac^akacM  iqfiuta  ttimj; 
tun  reported,  w*p  a tact: 

feet  tlwrtUhh  Inches  tnB,  very , C |te 
weighing  from  130-150  poonds, 
hair  and  neatly  trimmed*  Van 
type  beard.-  ?•  ^ 

Throughout  thsti*  talk,  Hughes 
beat  up  slippers  nnd  ah  old  robe,  sud 
ton  suggested  that  vth«  wtftrc  outfft 
"would  have  gone  at  a bargain* 


According  to  the  memo,  two  FBI 
agents  showed  up  a few  days  later  to 
investigate  suspicious  that  Hughes 
may  have  been  kidnapped  from  Las 


inent  for  about  80  cents."  , . " 

Hughe*?,  who  h*d  .$$£???$  'S'*  vy 
hearing  during  his  carty  farina 
with  airplanes,  complained  tbit  tkrjtar  • 
tried  40  or  50  different  types  of  »*’«£•.• 
ing  aides  but  had  "found  none.  ftp.  Ik 
completely  aatiH/actory  - Ha 
aide  to  bring  him  an  older , devX;vrr 
which  the  billionaire  him  self  &S  V*-. 
paired  with  a screwdriver  tbo  $ 
night.  After  placing  It  Ut  bla  ‘A 
was  able  to  carry  on  4 nafflu. 
sation  with  Shelton  and  Same  ^ 

Hughes  seemed  to  *>«ioy  i 
visit  with  outsiders.  ‘ De  v ? ♦>?  • 
he  told  his  guesta. 

ing  anywhere  until  1 Ml  St  b>,  ‘ ’r? 
mystery  .man  then  wmtlnuad  a 
ranging  dls  enur.-**  pa.  ’ 

round-the-world  fligkj  In  iao 
• iiu  In  the  Hahartias  ailS'cotnakir  .v 
tlu)ts  satellites, 

'At  one  point  he  why  - 

had  beeomt  s roduie.  ■ 

when  he  had  been  aclivtly  eagsy.-1  ‘ - 
desigrlL^  jn.rl  !nvenflntr."  f*f  .«)y> 

<cttawdt  ‘Hugbe*  ha<!  o,-*?  n UW  •>  i 

• • • • • . - ••  . 
UkLflL.,pCkpjuvi»'  ■ .ufi  u.q;* 
the  people  who  v/ anted  to  ? • 1\.;  . 

just  doeldisd  to  rtslra  hlint  in?  c*  * 
ble  so  that  be  could  enjo;*  :hr  sol  * 
reqjtirt-d  to  work  on  hf3  invention.,. 1 

QneUon  reported  ^ th.it  Hugh"*  r>! 
his  retreat  hom  theworld  ’*%/.  * - - 
take,  but  he  so  enjoyed  the  i • 
from  interruption . . . (that)  fo  ' 
extremely  difficult  to  change." 

Hughes  was  next  reported  lv  - ; i 
in  the  towering  Bp.yshor  e inn  In 
corner,  British  Columbia.  But 
saw  him.  "Wo  didn’t  have  any 
sightings,"  the  former  hotel  man . 
Warren  Anderson,  told  mv  n.w;: 

Bob  Owen®.  Anderson  added  . : L 
getically;  iKl  honestly  don’t  know"  t 
Hughes  was  really  there. 

The  story  was  the  some  at  EtiBci  - 
posh  Inn  at  the  Park  Hotel.  For  •• 
a year,  the  eccentric  bUliotixLr  •-> 
mained  closeted  in  his  suite  overlook- 
ing picturesque  Hyde  Park.  He 
private  communications  network  'eruf 
closed  circuit  TV  cameras  mdnltoro. 
all  entrances  and  exits. 

He  reportedly  left  the  hotel 
times  to  travel  about  London  in  a lim- 
ousine with  drawn  curtain*,  r-.V^w 
edly  slipping  in  and  out  of  the  boi4  by 
private  elevator. 

He  had  two  visitors  from  Neva*** 

St.  Patrick's  eve,  1973  — G i>  A 
O'Callaghan  and  Gaming  Bcifrd  jSaLr. 
man  Phil  Hannlflin.  T&s  g- 
called  he  had  a jgyay  boarA  - 
reported:  "He  had  a 
His  eyes  were  bright  : 

telllgent  and  relevant"*  • 

Two  New  Y cffkera,  atq&ti?  -h:  • v 
ScdlmiVr  and  attcra-uy  X C A.'  : 
Ivey,  had  a busbu.sj 
Hughes  In  Septexrdvfr  ;M:  A >’■ 
refuted  to  com»e; 

Despite  these 
the  outside  w tri-f, 
agents  are  atill  alufipl 
help  wtomiaritr  ? ^r\  * 

sat  down  with  i»r-  ■*" 

• imu  nr  Jwt  .w>  : if  z . - 


